
Allatoona Marching Buccaneer Band

Uniform Guidelines

Our uniforms have arrived!!  This is very exciting and thanks to the parents who are 
fitting the students and hemming the uniforms.  We fitted most students Monday and will 
finish up the fittings today.  We will try our best to have the uniforms ready for this 
weekend’s performances.  This packet includes the instructions for wearing and caring for 
the uniform. 
 
Jacket
The uniform jacket is to be worn fully zipped at all times unless otherwise indicated by 
the Band Directors. Sleeve length is ½ inch below the wrist bone. It is the responsibility 
of the student to have the hems adjusted but absolutely no cutting is to be done on the 
uniform. Adjustments must be made prior to the first performance. 

Bib Pants
Bibs should be worn so that the pant leg creases hang without a break (no piling on the 
shoes). The length will come approximately to the second eyelet of the shoes. Hems 
should be made in matching black thread and again absolutely no cutting is allowed. 
Adjustments must be made prior to the first performance. Adjustable suspenders are 
permanently attached to the bibs.

Shako
The shako is issued in an identically numbered plastic box in which it should be kept 
whenever it is not worn. The box must be used when transporting the shako as well as 
when storing it at home. Be sure the shako is thoroughly dry before storing.

When removing the shako from the head, always lift with both hands on the sides 
above the ears in order to prevent damage to the brim. The shako should never be 
held by the brim. The string in the top of the shako should be used to adjust the position 
of the shako on the head. The brim should rest the width of two fingers above the bridge 
of the nose. The chin strap must be worn snugly under the chin. There must be no hair 
hanging from under the shako.

Shako care – Wipe inside vinyl parts clean with 409-type household cleaner on a weekly 
basis. The brim can be cleaned/polished with a clean cloth. The cloth surface should be 
brushed occasionally with a soft fabric brush.

Gauntlets
The gauntlets are an accessory worn around the wrists.  Gauntlets do not need to be 
cleaned.  Gauntlets should be kept in the shako box when not worn.



Plumes
The plume is the only item NOT checked out to the students.  Plumes remain in the 
uniform room and will be passed out by parents prior to the performance.  Students will 
turn them in immediately following the performance.

Jewelry
No jewelry is to be worn while in uniform.  

Fingernail Polish
No fingernail polish is to be worn while in uniform. 

Care and Maintenance
The uniform jacket and bibs are machine washable.  Each individual family is responsible 
for the cleaning of the uniform.  The company that designed and made the uniform 
recommends machine washing as opposed to dry cleaning.  Additional literature is 

included regarding washing.  
The instructions for washing are:

- Wash the JACKET and BIBS only
- DO NOT wash the shako or gauntlets
- Wash the jacket and bibs in cold water, gentle cycle
- Dry the jacket and bibs on a gentle cycle.
- Light press as needed
- Wash the jacket and bibs alone.  Do not mix with 

other laundry.
The uniform needs to be placed on a hanger immediately following a performance and/
or washing.  The uniform should never be placed on the floor or handled in a 
disrespectful manner.  The uniform does not need to be washed after every 
performance, but does need to be cleaned after every 2-3 performances or as needed.

Damaged Uniforms
Each student is responsible for his/her uniform and uniform accessories.  If any part of 
the uniform is damaged in any way, the student is responsible for payment of that 
uniform or uniform part.
The cost of replacement parts for the uniform are:

 Jacket   $200.00 Shako   $55.00
 Shako Ornament $  2.50  Shako Box  $8.00



 Plume    $15.00
 Bibs   $100.00 
 Uniform Hanger $    2.00 

Returning Uniforms
After the marching season has ended, we will assign dates to return uniforms.  All 
students must return uniforms and all accessories.  Uniforms MUST be clean, on the 
hanger, and with all uniform accessories upon return.  Failure to return the uniform or 
uniform accessories will result in a possible fine or withheld report card.  Uniforms are 
school property and need to be returned properly.

Uniform Rules:
1. Students are to remain in full uniform unless instructed by the band directors.
2. No eating or drinking (except water) while in uniform
3. The black band shirt and black shorts are to be worn under the uniform.  As the 

weather turns colder, student will be allowed to wear long underwear, long sleeve 
black t-shirts, and/or black leggings under the uniform.

4. Students must wear long black socks.
5. NO blue jeans or pants are to be worn underneath the uniform
6. No jewelry is to be worn while in uniform.  This applies to males and females.
7. No finger nail polish (clear polish is acceptable).  This applies to males and 

females.
8. Hair long enough to touch the jacket must be worn up inside the shako.  This 

applies to males and females.
9. Students must be in full uniform in order to perform. Students who are missing 

any part of the uniform may not perform.


